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Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly—1946 to Date 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


November 1949 and 1948 
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NEW BUSINESS INCORPORATIONS IN THE UNITED 


TABULATED BY DUN & BRADSTREET, INC 











Alabama. 
Arizona. 
Arkansas 
Callitorn 
Colorado 
Connecti 
Delaware 
Florida. 








Georg 
idaho 
Litino 
india 
lowe. 
Kansa 
Kent 
Louls 


DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—JjJANUARY 1950 





Maine... 
Maryland 
Massachu 
Michigan 
Minnesot 


Montana. 


Nebraska 
Nevade.. 
New Hamnps 
New Jers 
New Mexic 
New York. 
North Car 
North Dak: 





Pm ye an 
Sts Loe tet ae 





Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1947 to Date 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—Novembe; 1949 United States Failures by States——-November 1949 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—-November 1949 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 
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CHRISTMAS BUYING SPURS RETAIL TRADE 


Consumer spending volume rose sub- 
stantially during the first two weeks 
of December. The upswing was largely 
in response to heavily advertised offer 
ings of gift merchandise for Christmas. 
Retail dollar volume tor the nation re- 
mained slightly below the high level 
of a year ago. 

The Dun’s Review Regional Trade 
Barometer fell 1.5 per cent in No- 
vember to 278.4 (preliminary). This 
was 6.2 per cent below the 296.8 ot 
November 194%. The barometer mea- 
sures consumer buying in terms of the 
1925-1939 average; it is adjusted for 
seasonal fluctuations and for the num 
ber ot business days in each month. 

The dollar volume of retail trade in 
November was $10.9 billion. This 
compared with $11.1 billion in October 
and with $11.0 billion spent by consu 
mers in November a year ago. 

The final barometer for October of 
245.3 reflected an increase of 1.0 per 
cent trom the September level. It was 
7.1 per cent below the 307.1 barometer 
of October 1945. 

The barometers for a majority of 
regions were above those of the pre 
ceding month. The largest increases 
were 13.7 per cent in the Northern 
New Jersey Region (5) and 13.5 per 
cent in the Detroit Region (12). 

The most pronounced declines from 
the previous month’s level were 6.0 
per cent in the Indianapolis and Louis 
ville Region (10) and s.6 per cent in 
the Buffalo and Rochester Region (4). 

All but one of the 29 regions were 
below the level of a year ago. The 
one region above the 1948 level was 
the Florida Region (21) with a rise of 
2.7 per cent. The sharpest year-to-year 
drops were 14.8 per cent in the Pitts 
burgh Region (7) and 12.4 per cent 
mn the Cleveland Region (S). These 
decreases largely reflected the effects 
of large-scale labor disputes in the basic 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 
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Region 1 
Ocroser—Barometer rose slightly, 
moderately below 1948; 23.6°%, below U. S. 
Portland wholesale volume 17°, below a 
year ago, Providence down 4°, New 
Haven volume down 3°. 
November—New England department 
store sales 4°., above a year ago. Indus. 
trial production fractionally above month 
ago, almost unchanged from 1948. Em. 
ployment increased slightly. Collections 
slower than a year ago. 


Region 2 

Ocroper—Barometer up 2.7°, in 
month, well below a year ago; 21.5°.. 
below U.S. barometer. New York City 
wholesale volume 8°, below a year ago, 
Bridgeport volume 9°, below 1948. 

Novemper—New York City depart- 
ment store sales 4°, below a year ago, 
apparel store sales down 5' Manutac 
turing output and employment up slightly 
in month, below 1948. Collections less 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 3 

Ocroser—Barometer up sharply in 
month, 9.0°., below 1948; 4.9°4, below 
U.S. Albany wholesale volume 15°/, be 
low a year ago, Utica down 9°, Syracuse 
volume 8°. below 1948. 

NovemBer—Syracuse department store 
sales 3°., above a year ago. Industrial 
production and order volume slightly 
above month ago, below 1948. Employ 
ment up moderately. Collections less 
prompt that a year ago. 


Region 4 

Ocroper—Barometer fell 5.6°. in 
month, substantially below 1948 level; 
7.1°. below U. S. barometer. Buffalo 
wholesale volume slightly above a year 
ago; Rochester volume down 8 

NovemBer—Buffalo department store 
sales 6°. below a year ago, Rochester 
sales down 5° suffalo flour output 
4.2°., above a year ago. Buffalo steel 
output at 88.3°° of capacity. Collections 
slower than a year ago. 


Region 5 
Ocroner—Barometer lowest of all re 
gions, sharply up in month, 6.9 
year ago; 26.2 


below 
below U. S. barometer. 
Newark wholesale volume 5°, below level 
of a year ago. 

Novemper—Newark department store 
sales 3°. below a year ago. Manutactur 
ing output and employment steady in 
month, below 1948. Order volume and 
inventories below a year ago. Collections 
less prompt than in 1948. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapsrreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended November 26, 1949. 








Region 6 
Ocroser—Barometer rose fractionally, 
moderately below a year ago; 10.3%, be- 
low U.S. Philadelphia wholesale volume 
10°, below 1948, Lancaster down 7°%, 
Scranton volume down 2° 
NovemBer—Philadelphia depaftment 
store sales 4°, below a year ago; women’s 
apparel stores down 6°.. Philadelphia 
steel output at 75.0°., of capacity. Em- 
ployment up slightly. Collections slower 
than a year ago. 


Region 7 

Octroser—Barometer slightly above a 
month ago, 14.8°, below a year ago; 8.8° 
below U.S. Pittsburgh wholesale volume 
20°, below a year ago, Erie down 15°, 
Youngstown down 17°. 

NovemBer—Pittsburgh department 
store sales 13°/, below 1948. Pittsburgh 
steel output at 57°, of capacity, Wheeling 
at 73.3°., Youngstown at 49.8°4. Em- 
ployment up in month. Collections 
slower than in 1948. 


Region 8 

Octrosrer—Barometer mo lerately above 
month ago, 12.4°., below 1948; exceeded 
U.S. by 0.6°.. Cleveland wholesale vol 
ume 4°, below a year ago, Akron down 
9°, Toledo down 8° 

November—Akron department store 
sales 6°. below a year ago, Cleveland 
down 9°, Toledo down 13°... Cleveland 
steel output at 67.6°., of capacity. Em 
ployment moderately below a year ago. 
Collections slower than 1945. 


Region 9 

Ocrosix—Barometer up sharply, mod 
erately below 1948; 5.2°% above U. S. 
Cincinnati wholesale volume 16°. below 
a year ago, Columbus and Dayton volume 
down 4°, Springfield down 6° 

November—Cincinnati department 
store sales 6°. below a year ago, Colum 
bus sales down 4°°. Manufacturing pro 
duction and order volume below a month 
and a year ago. Collections less prompt 
than a year ago. 
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Region 10 

Octoser— Barometer moderately below 
a month and a year ago; 8.6°,, aobve U. S. 
Indianapolis wholesale volume 8°/, below 
a year ago, Louisville down 10°.; Fort 
Wayne up 2°... 

NovemBer—Indianapolis and Louis 
ville department store sales 4°%, below a 
year ago. Industrial output and employ. 
ment moderately below a year ago, ap- 
proximately even with month ago. Col- 
lections slower than in 1948. 


Region 11 

Ocroser—Barometer dipped slightly in 
month, 10.1°%, below 1948; 9.2°, below 
U. S. Chicago wholesale volume g° 
below a year ago, Peoria down 15°, 
Springheld down 10°. 

Novempek—Chicago department store 
sales 6°, below a year ago. Chicago steel 
output at 54.8°% of capacity. Manufac 
turing output and employment slightly 
below a year ago. Collections less prompt 
than a year ago. 


Region 12 

Ocroser—Barometer well above month 
ago, moderately below 1948; exceeded 
U. S. by 11.0°4. Wholesale volume for 
Detroit and Grand Rapids 10°/, below a 
year ago, Saginaw down 12° %. 

NovemBer—Detroit department store 
sales 8°, below a year ago. Detroit stee! 
output at 73° of capacity. Detroit auto 
mobile production down moderately in 
month, 3.6° below 1948. Collections 
slower than 1948. 


Region 13 

Octoser—Barometer down slightly 
from a month ayo, 9.2°., below a year 
ago; 2.8°,, above U. S. barometer. Mil 
waukee wholesale volume 12°, below a 
year ago, Green Bay down 7°... 

NovemBper—Milwaukee department 
store sales 9°, below a year ago. Indus 
trial production and employment down 
slightly in month, moderately below a 
year ago. Order volume steady. Collec 
tions slower than 1948. 


Region 14 

Octroser—Barometer rose 9.9°,, mod 
erately below a year ago; 8.7°/, above U. S. 
Minneapolis wholesale volume 5°”, below 
a year ago, St. Paul down 3°%, Duluth 
volume down 18° 

November—Department store sales 
in the Minneapolis Federal Reserve Dis 
trict 5°”, below a year ago. Minneapolis 
flour production 8.9° below a year ago. 
Employment steady. Collections less 
prompt than a year ago. 
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Region 15 

Ocroser—Barometer up moderately in 
month, 4.9°% below a year ago; 12.1°%, 
above U. S. Des Moines wholesale vol- 
ume 15°, below a year ago, Cedar Rapids 
down 5°4,, Omaha down 10%. 

NovemBer—Retail dollar volume up 
moderately, 2°/, below 1948. Industrial 
production and order volume approxi 
mately even with month ago, slightly be. 
low year ago. Employment steady in 
month. Collections slower than in 1948. 


Region 16 

Octosper—Barometer increased 6.0°, 
slightly below a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
barometer by 0.7°%. St. Louis wholesale 
volume 4°%, below a year ago. Employ 
ment slightly below 1948. 

NovemBer—St. Louis department store 
sales 7°, below 1948. St. Louis steel out 
put at 88.7°% of capacity. Manufacturing 
output and employment declined slightly 
in month. Collections less prompt than 
a year ago. 


Region 17 

Ocroser—Barometer rose sharply, 
4.2%, below a year ago; 13.3°, above U.S. 
Kansas City wholesale volume 5°, below 
a year ago, Oklahoma City down 12° 
St. Joseph down 4°. 

NovemBer-—Kansas City department 
store sales 9°, below a year ago, St. 
Joseph down 5°, Oklahoma City un 
changed. Kansas City flour output 20.2‘ 
below 1948, Wichita down 20.8°.. Col 
lections slower than in 1948. 


Region 18 

Ocroper—Barometer fractionally be 
low a month ago, 8.5°., below 1948; 2.7 
below U.S. Baltimore wholesale volume 
4°, below a year ago, Richmond down 
5°, Washington down 2 

November—Baltimore department 
store sales 5°, below a year ago; Wash 
ington sales up 1 Richmond cigarette 
production 10°, below 1948. Employ 
ment up slightly, moderately below 1948. 
Collections slower than 1948. 


Region 19 

Ocroser—Barometer dipped fraction 
ally, moderately below 1948; exceeded 
U.S. by 12.0°.. Winston-Salem whole 
sale volume 1°, below a year ago, Co 
lumbia down 5° .,, Charleston unchanged. 

NovembBer—Retail dollar volume up 
6°. in month, 4°, below a year ago. In 
dustrial production and employment frac- 
tionally below 1948 level, approximately 
even with month ago. Collections less 
prompt than in 1948. 
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Region 20 

Octroser—Barometer very slightly be- 
low a month ago, 9.5°% below 1948; ex- 
ceeded U. S. by 31.7%. Atlanta wholesale 
volume 19°, below a year ago, Birming- 
ham volume down 10°. 

NovemBer—Atlanta department store 
sales 2°% below a year ago, Birmingham 
down 12°, Nashville down 5°; Augusta 
up 1%. Steel output at 43.8°% of capacity. 
Employment up slightly. Collections less 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 21 

Octoser—Barometer highest of all re 
gions, up slightly in month and year; 
35.8°,, above U.S. Miami wholesale vol- 
ume 15°, below 1948, Jacksonville down 
1°; Tampa volume up 2°. 

NovemsBer-—Jacksonville department 
store sales 3°, above a year ago; Miami 
sales down 5°. Manufacturing output 
and inventories slightly below 1948. Em 
ployment up in month. Collections slower 
than a year ago. 


Region 22 

Octoper—Barometer slightly below a 
month ago, moderately below a year ago; 
exceeded U. S. barometer by 17.0° 
Memphis wholesale volume 5°, below a 
year ago, Little Rock down 6°... 

NovemBEer—Department store sales in 
Memphis and Little Rock 8°, below a 
year ago. Manufacturing production and 
order volume below 1948. Employment 
slightly down in month and year. Col 
lections slower than 1948. 


Region 23 

Octosrer—Barometer rose slightly, 
slightly below a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
barometer by 21.9 New Orleans 
wholesale volume 2°, above a year ago; 
Jackson volume down 5° 

NovemBber—New Orleans department 
store sales 2°, above 1948. 
crude oil output 11.9°, above a year ago. 
Over-all production and employment 
slightly below a year ago. Collections less 
prompt than in 1948. 


Louisiana 


Region 24 

Octoper-—Barometer up tractionally, 
2.3°., below a year ago; 33.3°, above 
U.S. Dallas wholesale volume 5° , below 
a year ago: Houston down 20°., Fort 
Worth and El Paso down 10 

NovemBer—Dallas department store 
sales 6°, below 1948, Houston down 8° ., 
San Antonio down 5°., Fort Worth 
down 1°... Texas crude oil output 1 3.7 
below a year ago. Employment steady. 
Collections slower than a year ago. 


Region 25 

Octoser—Barometer rose sharply in 
month, moderately below 1948 level; ex- 
ceeded U. S. barometer by 10.1°%. Denver 
wholesale volume 10°, below a year ago, 
Albuquerque down 4%. 

NovemBer—Denver department store 
sales 11°% below a year ago. Manufac- 
turing production and order volume mod- 
erately below a year ago. Inventories 
somewhat beiow 1948 level. Collections 
less prompt than in 1948. 


Region 26 
Octroser—Barometer moderately above 
a month ago, slightly below a year azo; 
11.0°% above U.S. barometer. Salt Lake 
City wholesale volume 13° below a year 
ago. Employment below 1948. 
NoveMBER—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 10°, below a year ago. Several 
major metal mines closed by labor dis- 
putes. Order volume and inventories 
substantially below 1948 level. Collec- 
tions slower than year ago. 


Region 27 

Octoser—Barometer rose 5.6°/, some- 
what below a year ago; 12.4°%, above U. S. 
Portland wholesale volume 6°”, below a 
year ago, Seattle down 3°, Tacoma vol. 
ume down 10° 

NovemBer—Portland department store 
sales 12°. below a year ago, Seattle down 
6°", Spokane down 8°... Portland flour 
output 29.6°. below 1948, Seattle—Ta- 
coma down 38.0°.. Collections slower 
than a year ago. 


Region 28 
Ocroser—Barometer moderately above 
month ago, fractionally below 1948; ex 


ceeded U. S. by 7.5 San Francisco 
wholesale volume 7°., below a year ago, 
Sacramento volume down 8 

NoveMBErR—San Francisco department 
store sales 2°. below a year ago, Oakland 
sales down 5 Manufacturing output 
and employment slightly below a year 
ago. Employment down slightly. Col 
lections slower than 1948. 


Region 29 

Ocroper—Barometer up 5.2°., slightly 
below a year ago, 6.9°° above U.S. Les 
Angeles wholesale volume 6°. below a 
vear ago, San Diego down 2°, Phoenix 
volume 10° below 1948. 

NovemBer—Los Angeles department 
store sales 12°. below a year ago, San 
Diego sales down 3°... California crude 
oil production 9.5°. below a year ago. 
Employment up slightly in month. Col 
lections even with a year ago. 
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